Placental amniotic membrane: the pathway to ocular transplantation.
Ophthalmology research has identified a relationship between human placenta and eye tissue. Placental amniotic membrane provides structural healing properties that help restore vision in patients with ocular disease that has been unresponsive to medical treatment. The pathway from donor placenta retrieval to amniotic membrane transplantation (AMT) involves perioperative nurses from obstetrics and ophthalmology departments who are well versed in federal regulations and eye or tissue bank standards. Perioperative nurses can promote recycling of placentas for preservation and facilitate optimal surgical outcomes for patients undergoing AMT, as well as provide these patients with emotional support and education.